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[ŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ LƻǿŀΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
dealing with real estate and estate 
planning 



Mission

The Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation protects and restores 

Iowaôs land, water and wildlife 



IOWAõS
DEMOGRAPHICS

Å97% of Iowa land privately owned

ÅNearly 50% of land owned by those 65 
yrsold or older

Å20% of land will change hands in 5 yrs; 
50% in 20 yrs



Natural resource losses



Where are we headedé?

ÅResilience to change

ÅWater & air quality

ÅPublic health & wellness

ÅAttracting new residents

ÅSpiritual retreat

ÅEffects on other species



Quality of life

Valuable resources
Habitat for 

wildlife 
Clean Water

Places to Play
Scenic Beauty



INHF Focus Areasé

1. Permanent Land protection

2. Restoration and Land Stewardship

3. Public Policy and Advocacy



Land and trail projects
Å Supported by members and 

donors

Å 165,000 acres protected

Å 97 counties

Å Public Parks, Wildlife areas, 
rail-trails

Å 170 Privately protected 
Conservation Easements

Å 6,000 acres owned and 
managed by INHF

Å Intern programs, Ackelson 
Fellow, Living Lands 
Fellowship, Ding Darling 
Scholarships 



Land is more than an asset
- a family legacy



tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΧ

ü Provide peace of mind to the landowner

ü Reduce estate taxes

ü Provide charitable deductions

ü Provide needed income

Satisfying 

and practical



Why reach out?

ü Land is at risk

ü People donôt knowé

éthey can ñshape the futureò 
of their land

éwhere to start

éwho can help



What kinds of land?  

Where is it? 
Adjacent to protected land

Conservation priority region

Key to water quality

Scenic byways

Potential?
Large or key location

Restorable

Whatôs on it? 
Quality

Important to 

the Landowner



THE STARTING POINT
CONSIDERé

ÅListening
Åconservation goals
ÅǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ
Åpublic use or private use
Åfamily and community
Åfinancial needs and tax benefits



²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘΚ

ü Donôt know them well

ü Know them too well

ü ñFutureò sounds like ñdeathò

ü Thereôs ñno deadlineò

ü Might ask something we canôt answer



¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘ

ü Donôt know their land is special

ü Worried about the landôs future

ü No financial advisor 

or attorney

ü Overwhelmed by 

technical topic

ü More comfortable than you are

ü No family or friend to help



The landowner appreciatesΧ
ü You think their land is special

ü You think taking action is important

ü You can help ïor can find help

ü You offer Peace of Mind



Before you approach

ü Think of questions ï

not answers

ü Read the booklet

ü Be prepared to follow through

- Personally

- Introduce


