
Constructed Wetland and Farmer Identity Matching Exercise 

Constructed Wetland Message 
Farmer 
Identity 

Farmer Identity Attribute 

 
A new application of a proven 
technology to improve tile drainage 
systems in Illinois 

  

 
Reduces nutrient flow into streams   
 
It can be calculated to include 
surface water flow 

  

 
Design can allow the fields to be 
squared and easier to farm 

  

 
Requires up-front costs but reduces 
the negative impact of nutrients on 
the local environment 

  

 
Improves water quality in local 
watersheds 

  

 
It can be built on low-productivity 
land, thereby improving profitability 

  

 
It can be built on land away from 
public view 

  

 
 

 

Productivist Identity Conservationist Identity 

Uses latest chemical technology Reduces nutrient runoɬ from cropland 
Operates up-to-date equipment Uses practices to minimize soil erosion 
Produces highest yield per acre Develops and maintains good organic matter 
Earns the highest profit per acre Considers stream health when planning 

Keeps fields “clean” Balances farmland conservation with short-term 
profit 

Farm looks nice Manages farm operations to support local watershed 
health 

Keeps fencerows clear Scouts fields before spraying pesticides 

 Balances profits with reduced negative environmental 
impact 

 Minimizes tillage 
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