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Our Mission

The Soil and Water Conservation
Soclety (SWCS) Is the premier
International organization for
professionals who practice and
advance the science and art of natural
resource conservation.
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Our History

* Organized in 1943

 Founded by Hugh
Hammond Bennett,
the father of soill
conservation

 Headquarters located
In Ankeny, lowa, was
built in 1961 and
dedicated to Bennett
the following year
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Our People

Seven full time staff in Ankeny,
lowa serving our membership

Dynamic board of five regional
directors and three at large
directors

3,000 members
58 local chapters

12 student chapters and
over 200 student members

13 committees guide work
11 corporate members

Many partners in public and
private sector




Our Work Managing

Landscapes

Publications

 Journal of Soil and Water Conservation
— Published in 1946

— Circulation of 3,400 individuals and libraries
worldwide
Aldo Leopold

— Multidisciplinary journal of natural resource
conservation research, practice, policy, and
perspectives

— Two sections designed to engage a diverse
readership — peer reviewed applied research
section & section containing features,
perspectives, and articles on practice

« Books and special publications available
for purchase online
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Professional Development Opportunities

REGISTRATION | [ save the Date
|S OPEN! 2018al\r<t2rlgat§)nalainen.ual

£ ) NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON Conterence

"~ | COVER CROPS Albuquerque, New Mexico
-\ | & SOIL HEALTH July 29 - August 1, 2018

N HARVESTING
) THE POTENTIAL

DECEMBER 7-8,2017 + INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
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Our Work
Professional Development Opportunities
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 Discounts to conferences

« Scholarships for professional
development




Our Work
Advocacy

« One voice for our
membership to leaders

« Have signed on to three
policy and funding
documents this fall that call
for increases in support for
conservation programing,
research and technical
assistance

e Staff, board, and members
advocate in Washington D.C.




Your Work

Advocacy

* Understand where
conservation funding comes q )
from: RS
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— Federal Funding, Farm Bill,
CSP, EQIP, ACEP, CRP,
RCPP, CTA, 319

— State Funding, General
Fund, Environment First
Fund, Rebuild lowa
Infrastructure Fund,
gambling revenue, REAP,
IDALS-DSCWQ, WQI, WPF,
WSPF, DNR, 319
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Your Work
Advocacy

Advocacy among your local
leaders i.e. commissioners,
board of supervisors, city council

Provide platforms for your
commissioners and farmers to
advocate

Organize events for legislators
such as tours or breakfasts

Visit the Capitol

Send emalls, letters, newsletters,
etc.

Local advocacy through the lowa
Chapter
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Our Future
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My experience as a Watershed
Coordinator

Scott County SWCD & Partners of Scott County
Watersheds, November 2009 — September 2012

Coordinator, Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
& Not-for-Profit Organization

Watershed planning

Fundraising and grant writing — nearly quarter millions
dollars

Conservation education
Public speaking
Monitoring

Facilitated volunteers
Event organizing
Communications

Conservation practices and management activities - over
100

Set me up to advance my career
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Also my experience as a Watershed
Coordinator

« Leading

 Raises and benefits

 Dog poop debacle
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Leading

« Leaders are often considered “outcasts”
 Hugh Hammond Bennett

« Artists and authors recognized
posthumously

« Often hear farmers using conservation
practices say their neighbors think they
are crazy!

* The most impactful leadership
development comes when you are able
to build the emotional stamina to
withstand people telling you that your
new idea is naive or reckless or just plain
stupid

COVERCROP
WORKSHOPS

BEING POSITIVE IN A NEGATIVE SITUATION
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- Kalphle N araton




Networking & Moral Support
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Join Us!

* First time, never before
members can sign up
today for $25

* Renew with me today
as well for $115




Connect with us!

|IOWA IOWA
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WWW.SWCS.0org
WWW.laswcs.orqg
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http://www.swcs.org/
http://www.iaswcs.org/

