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ö»A ě҄éҠö ¤¢
ÅIllinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy

ÅSmart Wetlands Program 

ÅSmart Wetlands Outreach Approach

ÅGood Farmer Identities

ÅFarmer Identity Exercise

ÅMeeting with a Farmer or Advisor

ÅDiscussion and Questions

Illinois 
Central 
College 
Wetland



The Wetlands Initiative designs, restores and creates wetlands. We innovate, 

collaborate and employ sound science to improve water quality, habitat for 

plants and wildlife, and our climate.
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THE IL NUTRIENT LOSS REDUCTION STRATEGY
¶ IL Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy is similar to IA Ѵ the difference is who pays
¶ Most funding for Illinois practices from federal sources 
¶ Huge backlog 
¶ Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership formed to promote the adoption of ag practices
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SMART WETLANDS HISTORY

¶ TWI started our ag - tile treatment 
wetland program to develop a 
nutrient credit trading program

¶ As we worked to get the idea to 
take off, along came the Illinois 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy

¶ Built our first one in 2015 and five 
more since, with six in approval 
process and five more in 
the review

Bureau  
County 
Wetland #1
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Bureau 
County 
Wetland #2
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WHERE WE WORK
¶ Primarily in central Illinois along the Vermilion 

and Illinois Rivers that feed in the Mississippi 
River 

¶ N is the primary nonpoint source issue in the 
northern part of the state

¶ We do have some issues with legacy P and 
wastewater P up north 

¶ Most of the nonpoint source P issues are in the 
southern part of the state where there is 
significiantly  less tile drainage
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SMART WETLANDS OUTREACHSMART WETLANDS OUTREACH
¶ We take the soc - eco approach
¶ TWI did not have a high profile in the IL ag industry
¶ Built relations with local SWCD and NRCS staff
¶ Active in the IL Sustainable Ag Partnership Group
¶ Other partners such as 

¶ US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
¶ land trusts, 
¶ county forest preserve districts, 
¶ watershed group member, 
¶ recreational landowners, 
¶ city water utilities, and the 
¶ IL ag drainage industry

¶ Do field events at our sites 
¶ Speak at ag events
¶ Referral to us directly from partners and 

individuals


