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Conservation History

Soil Erosion – 1930s to present

“Conservation 
Drainage” 

• FSA (1985)
• Iowa Groundwater Protection 

Act (1987)
• 4Rs (~1988)
• DMWW Nitrate Facility (1991)
• Manure management plans 

(HF 519, 1995)
• CREP (2001)
• Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan 

(2008)
• Iowa NRS (2013)
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Moriasi et al. 2013. Evaluation of the Hooghoudt and Kirkham Tile Drain 
Equations in the Soil and Water Assessment Tool to Simulate Tile Flow and 
Nitrate-Nitrogen
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• Managing water resources – economic benefits 

of drainage, conservation drainage and sub-

irrigation

• Denitrifying woodchip bioreactors

• CREP wetlands

• FA and TA for conservation drainage practices

Conservation Drainage


