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Watershed News

:Project Grant
iThis past June we were awarded a $437,000 gr ant
:bet ween | owa Department of Agriculture and Land
itrict These fundsi meoprdpestl aogréponatof ul Wvait er
:the i mplementation of conservation practices.
2020 Cover Crops: :
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Edge of Field Practices

i Oxbow Reconstruction - Oxbows create great wildlife habitat and provide flood storage, in addition
to treating tile water for Nitrogen. Good sites for oxbows are ones where there is tile nearby and
: where there is evidence of the old channel.

Constructed Wetland - Wetlands act to remove nutrients from tile water. They are placed in the
i landscape to maximize drainage area and nutrient removal, as well as providing wildlife habitat
and hunting opportunities.

Prairie Strips -Prairie strips provide many ecosystem services including habitat for beneficial in-

i sects and wildlife. Prairie plants help protect and build the soil as well as reduce nutrient move-

{ ment into waterways. The addition of pollinator habitat in soybean fields may boost yields. Consid-
i er planting prairie strips on unproductive areas and field edges. / i
i CRP offers $269/ac.

! Saturated Buffers -A saturated buffer may be the thing for you. A
! saturated buffer reroute drainage water from tiles into a control

i box into two lateral distribution lines that extend into buffer

: zones allowing for absorption of nitrogen by plants. These are

i best placed in established CRP filter strips!

Tile drained row crop field infow Outfiow

R
™

i

Bioreactor -A bioreactor functions similarly to
a saturated buffer but has less restriction in
location. A portion of the tile water is diverted
S— . into the bioreactor chamber filled with wood
Denitrfication bioreactor vith by-pass flow chips. The nitrate in the tile water is treated
(denitrified) and returned to the drainage tile.

Cost-share: Up to 75%
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I ! Signs of winter along the Pioneer Trail i
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Conservation Conversation
One of our producers in ou
seeding cover crops usi:ng
outfitted with tubing and
. seeded a mix of rye, wheat
‘'rate of 60 | bs/acre. 1t: wa
in action! :
Meet our wat er s hdeadusg hdyenra mi ¢ mot her :
duo Connie and Shirley! The family has been:
farming within the watershed for many gener a-
tions and are conservation minded.
Connie and Shirley are i mplementing some pokl i -
nator and prairie strips into practice ontl§|el
they are standing in front of! Their motivatior
stemming from the | ands |l ong history of floédin
Their tenant brought to them t i dea of taking
the cropland out of producti on Once planted th
are excited to have the practd.i bring flowérs,
wildlife and erosion control :
To stay updated on producer stories o
servation practices follow our Faciebo
tershed | mprovement Project. I f you w
with conservation send n email to: me
want to highlight the efforts you iare
heal thy, productive and our waters: cl



